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Friendship

ST. JAMES'S PALACE

When David Hicks asked me some time ago to write a foreword to his book, I felt
extremely flattered and was delighted to comply. I have always had the greaiest
respect for David’s skills as a designer of interiors, from my own first set of rooms at
Buckingham Palace, years ago now, to his varied commissions that I have seen over
the years. I have also admired, like many people, the little paradise of a garden that he
created at The Grove, with its wonderful sense of drama that fills every new vista or
garden “room”. Every now and then I used to spot it from the air from a helicopter,
such was its noticeable character...

What was always fascinating about David, and is well reflected in this book, was his
very catholic taste in other people’s gardens. He held strict, rigid views about many
things, but delighted in the most surprising creations of other people - including, T was
pleased to learn, my own!

After the desperately sad news of David’s death last year, 1 was relieved to hear that
this book was still 1o go ahead. Its wide range of gardens, geographic and historical,
mirrors his personal love of travel and his vast knowledge of the past. The book will,
hope, be enjoyed by everyone who shares a love of gardens and the spirit of creativity
and inspiration which they represent. I hope it will also be a lasting reminder to many
people of what a remarkably talented person David was. We shall miss him hugely...
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TMY KIND OF GARDEN) DURIZH-Y. Fr—ILXBKFH S
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Hidks himeelf was well-travelied and wellversed in
the history of design and decor: He always said hs greatest
source of inspiration was the past. His talemt was the
unique way in which he propeliad those ideas into the
future, workng with what siready existed — moukdings,
antiques and overstufied sofas - and charging them
with the more modem energy of Corbuser chairs and
contemporary art. Though he was a &aure on a some-
what jet-4et scene, moving between projects in Nassau
and New York, Zunch and London, there was always
a charming thriftiness to his approach. Antiques woukl
e rescued from redundancy with bnght. Pop-influenced
upholstery or a coat of glossy pant or & room wouk
£t a revamp. with yards of crimscn sik draped around
the windows.

‘Decorating s the art of accentuating the best and
covening up the worst’ Hicks once said. As a decoraton
e was creating the setting for a certain kind of lifestyle,
prized above 2l ele.

¥ Hicks's work looks famiiar today. it's because so
many of the trcks that designers rely upon now owe a

wdp—is

debit to him. Though much of his decor is iconc of the ena,
here is 2 strong, graphic quality that stil holds up, thirty
years later: s & Wtle wonic that the technques which
seemed 50 daring then ~ the sick, dark walls and graphec,
pamemed Roors — have now been abiorbed into design
orthodoxy. In fact Hids's work has become something
of 3 nuebook for instant elegance. | fall back on he tndes
ryself i | need to make 3 room glamocous, | bicquer the
walls in a dark colour.

Hicks. derived pleasure from changeng the surface
of things, and perhaps that s what makes s work
50 appealing now. Today we are quick 10 knodk wals
down and tear spaces apart. frequently endng up with
envaronments that sy more about the architect than the
pecple wha lve there. Hicks made rooms to be bved n.
He created homes that were rich with character. comiort
and hocury As people tre of mnmabim, and a5 our
tme seems right to celebrate Hidks’s unique vison and
enduring legacy

Tom Ford, LONDON, IST UNE 2002
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